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Materials: 
• Ice cubes
• Salt
• Water
• Bowl/Tupperware bin
• Yarn/Twine/String

Method/ Instructions: 
1. Fill your bowl about 3/4 full with water, then add ice  
 cubes covering the top of the water 
2. Cut a ~12” long piece of string
3. Place the end of your string in the ice water and try  
 to catch a piece of ice.
4. Place the end of the string in the ice water on top of some ice cubes
5. Sprinkle on some salt and let sit for a few minutes (this is like casting your line and  
 waiting for a bite)
6. After a few minutes, try lifting out the string

Learning Outcomes/ Purpose of the Activity:
• Water freezes at 0 Degrees Celsius, adding salt significantly lowers the freezing point. 
• This means when we add salt it starts to melt the ice, but since we used a small amount of   
 salt the water refreezes quickly. 
• The string is trapped in the freezing water, making it stuck to the ice. 
• Families can use items readily available and found around the home.   
• Activities can be simple and economical.
• Supporting fine motor and cognitive development and self –regulation and taking turn skills.
• Adults can be engaged in the activity with their children. It is an interactive multi-aged activity.

Extension of the Activity
• Try using different materials:

• a twig/pipe cleaner with string tied to it
• freeze water with food colouring to make colourful ice cubes
• instead of salt try pepper/seasoning/dirt
• instead of icecubes try lego blocks/rocks

Recipe by https://www.engineeringemily.com/fishing-for-ice-cubes-steam-activity-for-kids/
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