
EarlyON  Child and Family Centre 

Marble Paint

Educate. Mediate. Empower.

947 Queen St. East · Toronto, ON M4M 1J9 ·  
416-686-3390 · familyresources@eyetfrp.ca

© East York East Toronto Family Resources Organization.  
Do not  alter or reproduce without permission.

Oil and Water Marbling 

Materials:

• Vegetable oil*

• Food coloring** or liquid watercolors

• Watercolor paper or cardstock, cut into 
quarters, (thicker paper- old greeting cards)

• Droppers (optional)

• Dishes and 
utensils (pie pan or 
baking dish, small 
cups or bowls, 
forks, spoons)

Instructions:

1. Pour a small amount of vegetable oil into a dish and add food coloring.

2. Stir vigorously with a fork so the big drops of color are dispersed throughout the oil as smaller 
droplets.

3. Repeat with as many colors as you want to use.

4. Pour an inch of water, give or take, into a shallow pie pan or baking dish.

5. Lay your paper on top of the water…

6. Then lift to reveal your marbled paper.                                                                                                           

7. Add more colors and repeat!

8. After a couple of rounds, the water may be too muddy or saturated to get a pleasing effect. At that 
point, you can dump the water and start fresh with a new layer of clean water. 

9. Dry

Source: https://artfulparent.com/how-to-marble-paper/
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Shaving Cream Marbling 

Materials:

• Shaving FOAM*

• Shallow baking dish, such as a pie plate

• Liquid watercolor paint (or watered-down food 
coloring)

• Droppers

• Stir stick, such as a chopstick or the bottom of 
a paint brush

• Card stock (or 
poster board 
cut into smaller 
pieces)**

• A scraper, such as 
a square piece of 
cardboard 

Instructions:

1. First, spray a layer of shaving cream to cover the bottom of your baking dish.

2. Then, use a dropper to add drops of liquid watercolor paint on top of the shaving cream.

3. Feel free to add several colors.         

4. Use a stick (a chopstick, the end of a paint brush, or even the dropper) to swirl the paint around 
for a marbled effect.

5. Carefully, press a piece of card stock into the paint covered shaving cream.

6. Lift up the card stock and use a piece of cardboard to scrape off the shaving cream.

7. Repeat

8. Dry

Source: https://artfulparent.com/how-to-marble-paper/


